Routine HIV Screening 

(with the OraQuick Advance Rapid HIV Test)

It is now recommended that all persons 13-64 years of age be tested for HIV.
The dental clinic is now offering this service to all patients in this age group as part of routine dental care.
If you would like to receive a free screening for HIV today we will do a simple swab of your gums.
This oral swab tests for HIV antibodies, which are what your body produces if you are infected with the HIV virus.
The test gives results in twenty minutes (and is done while you are here for your visit).  The results are accurate 99% of the time.
Would you like to have an HIV oral test today?
While Performing the 

OraQuick Advance Rapid HIV Test
(document responses on the 

Routine Testing Flow Sheet)
Ask the following questions in a conversational manner:
“Have you been tested for HIV before?” 
“What was the result of your last test?” 

“When was the date of your last test?’”
If the patient refuses rapid HIV testing today, document reason for refusal.
More About HIV/AIDS
HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus.  
HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome).
Some people have the virus for many years before any signs of the illness appear.
In fact, one in four people do not even know they have HIV.  This means they can be placing themselves and their loved ones at risk.
You can get HIV from such things as a sex partner who got it from someone else, tattooing or body piercing, sharing of needles or drug equipment.
It is recommended that everyone be tested for HIV just as you get screened for other things like blood pressure, diabetes or cholesterol.  Everyone has the right to be tested as a regular part of their medical or dental care.
The oral swab rapid HIV test gives results in 20 minutes (it develops while you are here for your dental visit) that are correct 99% of the time.
These tests may not work, however, if you have been infected recently.  This is because it takes 3 weeks to 6 months for your body fluids to show signs of HIV.  If you think you were infected recently, you can ask to be re-tested again in 3 months.
If you have HIV and learn about it early, there are now many medications that can help you live a long, healthy life.  Like other chronic diseases, we can help you manage the disease so that you stay strong and healthy for your family and loved ones.
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