What Does My

Reactive Result Mean?

Your oral swab showed that you may be infected with HIV.





We call your result “reactive” or “preliminary” because we need to do more tests to know whether or not you are infected with HIV.





HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus.  HIV is the virus that causes AIDS 


(acquired immunodeficiency syndrome).  





Being infected with HIV does not always mean you have AIDS.  But if you have HIV and learn early, there are many medications you can take.  These medications will let you live a long, healthy, life.





Some people have the virus for many years before any signs of the illness appear.





We would like to take some blood from your arm for another test.  This second test will tell us for sure if you are infected with HIV.





We will have this second test result in 5 days.  Today we will schedule an appointment for you to come back for your second test result.





If the second test shows that you are infected with HIV, there are now many good medications.  These medications can help you stay healthy and strong.





You did the important step…you got tested.  Now we can provide you with the care you need to stay healthy.





Because your test result came back “reactive”, we ask that you take precautions:  do not have sex (vaginal, anal or oral) until we get the second test result back.  If you do have sex, use latex condoms every time.  Do not share needles or works.





Learning you may be infected with HIV is stressful.  HIV is not a death sentence.  If you are infected, there are many treatments that slow down the HIV virus.  You can live a healthy, productive life.  You are not alone!





We will make an appointment for you to come back in 5 days when we know your result will be in.  When you return, a counselor will be here—no matter what your test result says.  The counselor will give you more information and answer any questions.  If you want to talk to someone before then, please call the:


 		


XXXX  State AIDS Hotline 		1-800-XXX-XXXX 


National AIDS Hotline 		1-800-342-2437	
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