Earthquake Hazard Assessment Checklist for Community Clinics and Health Centers

Identify Falling/Toppling Hazards

· Conduct a walk-through of your entire facility to identify heavy pieces of equipment, furniture, or objects that are vulnerable to falling, sliding, toppling over, or colliding with other items.

Secure Items That Present a Falling/Toppling Hazard

All Areas

· Ensure that large, heavy items are away from doorways and exit routes.

· Install anchor bolts and restraining straps on heavy pieces of equipment, furniture, carts, tanks, or objects, etc.

· Install wall restraints on taller items, including furniture, bookcases, filing cabinets, shelf-mounted equipment, refrigerators, freezers, medical records, and photocopiers.

· Install restraints, such as flexible, nylon straps and buckles, on mounted, desktop, or tabletop equipment (computer monitors, televisions in waiting areas, etc.).  

· Secure oxygen tanks to the wall with easily removable chains.

· Install latches on cabinet and cupboard doors and other storage areas. (Lock cabinets and storage when not in use.)

· Store heavy items and any hazardous and/or flammable materials on lower shelves.

· Store forms and educational materials in upright holders or in some way that will prevent them from falling.

· Secure smaller items such as desktop or countertop items using Velcro, earthquake putty, gel, or microcrystalline wax.

· Hang art or other wall items on closed hooks.

Medical Records Area

· Install mechanisms to prevent Medical Records storage systems from falling, bending, or breaking.

· Consider flexible cords or other physical blocks to keep individual records on shelves.

Pharmacy/Dispensary

· Store medications in areas where they will not fall.

Laboratory

· Store chemicals, sharps, and breakable items, such as glass, in areas where they will not fall. Ensure spill kits are available.

Housekeeping Closet

· Store chemicals in areas where they will not fall (e.g., bottom cabinets).

· Keep separate any chemicals that, if mixed, could produce a hazard.

Building Exterior

· Look for items that could fall, including pieces of the building and signage. Repair, remove, or secure falling hazards.

Identify Utility Risks

· Conduct a walk-through of the facility to identify vulnerable gas, water, and electrical lines. (For example, damage to non-structural walls could rupture water lines and cause a power outage.)

· Label and map all utility shutoff locations.  

· Ensure appropriate employees know the location of—and how to turn off, if necessary—all utilities.

Secure Vulnerable Utility Lines

· Secure gas pipes and water heaters, using flexible connections.

· Install flexible and/or telescoping connections in any other vulnerable lines. 

Ensure Source of Emergency Power

· Purchase sources of emergency power. This may include:

· Sufficient numbers of portable generators to provide light and sustain critical operations

· Battery-operated emergency lighting

· Portable, emergency lighting

· Flashlights

· Keep flashlights and fire extinguishers in easily accessible areas.

Review Structural Building Code

· Check to ensure the design and construction of the clinic meet seismic safety codes. In particular, consider the foundation, walls, “soft” first stories, and unreinforced masonry. Bring in assistance from structural engineers and/or your local fire marshal, if necessary.

· If seismic safety codes are not met, determine what needs to be done to retrofit the facility.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

· If buildings are leased, work with the landlord to make building improvements.

· If retrofit is too costly or the landlord will not make improvements, consider the alternatives (e.g., relocation).
