NACHC HIT Advisory Group
Minutes 11/17/08

The NACHC HIT Advisory Group met for the first time on 11/17/08.

John Mengenhausen opened the meeting welcoming  everyone and providing some background on the development of the Advisory Group and thanking everyone for their interest in participating.
The purpose of the workgroup is to provide NACHC’s HIT staff advice and direction in meeting the needs of health centers regarding a wide range of HIT issues including HIT implementations, new developments, training resources, policy and advocacy efforts.

The group agreed that we would have quarterly conference calls and will also try to meet face to face at the NACHC P + I, CHI and FOM/IT meetings when possible.

Mike Lardiere, NACHC’s Director of HIT and Sr. Advisor for Behavioral Health then provided an overview of the current NACHC HIT initiatives which include:

· NACHC 2008 HIT Survey Status

· We have received approximately 320 surveys electronically and via fax and are now entering the faxed surveys.  There are another 80 that are in an “incomplete” status which will be reviewed and we will attempt to have those completed as well.  We expect to have a sample of approximately 400 surveys which we will begin to analyze in December.

· Expected Actions post analysis

· Develop User Groups Regional/National

· Connecting Successful Implementers with non implementers

· Identify Barriers and establish a plan to address barriers to implementation

· Other activities that the data might reveal should be addressed
· Develop a report based on the survey findings that can be utilized by Policy and Program staff as they advocate for resources for health centers

· Building an HIT Section of NACHC Web site which will include the following subject areas in the initial stage
HIT Blog




New News in HIT

Getting Started



Definitions

Tools for Implementing EMRs

Telemedicine

Grants




HCCNs

Online Learning Resources


Helpful Links and Resources

The site is meant to be a starting point for health centers that are just beginning to investigate EMRs or are new to implementation and will also develop into a site for more seasoned health centers to visit to obtain more advanced HIT information, news and resources.  We are not intending to duplicate what is already available within HRSA and other places but will provide links to those resources .
· Following Legislation with Policy and Program Staff to ensure that health centers are represented and able to participate in new HIT initiatives.
· Developing Sessions for P+I,  CHI and FOM/IT.
· Working with HRSA on HCCN Profiles and HCCN Fact Sheets
· Completed work with HRSA on EMR Selection Guidelines

· Mike is also a Board Member for the newly established public-private partnership AHIC Successor.  He is a Consumer Representative.  The AHIC Successor has accepted the transition from AHIC (the American Health Information Community) which was chaired by Secretary of HHS Mike Leavitt and will set the tone of what HIT initiatives will be prioritized for the nation going forward.
· It was suggested that Mike would forward key news and other information to members of the Advisory Group in between meetings.  It was suggested that we establish a listserv function so everyone can respond to any information that is distributed.  Mike will check to see if the NACHC web site has that capability.

· The next meeting will occur in January and it was suggested that we might try to have this call coincide with the meeting in Key West in January as many people may be able to be face to face at that meeting.
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