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         Name: April Kmieckick
Health Center: Ocean Health Initiatives
Location: Lakewood, New Jersey
April Kmieckick, a patient at Ocean Health 
Initiatives health center in Lakewood, NJ

participated in this year’s statewide National

Health Center Week kickoff in New Jersey. Ms. Kmieckick spoke to an audience of fellow patients, health center staff, policymakers and media about her experiences at the health center and why receiving her care there is so important to her and her daughter.

April was once worried about where she would go to receive high quality health care for her and her daughter – the answer was Ocean Health Initiatives. Her testimonial was heard by both U.S. Senator Menendez and New Jersey Governor Corzine, both of whom return to work this fall committed to improving the health care system in the state and nation. Ms. Kmieckick’s story provided first hand experiences and proof of the vital importance of health centers to their patients and community.

For her commitment and participation as a health center advocate we recognize April Kmieckick as health center advocacy hero!
How do other Health Center patients help advocate locally:
· Attend local town hall meetings to talk about the importance of your health center to its patients and the community.
	Advocacy Games - Word Connector
Discover healthy vegetables by selecting from the

choices below and filling in the boxes.
Hint: Each vegetable starts or ends with a letter
from the connecting vegetable.
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	National Health Center Week 2009

Celebrations Held Across the Nation

National Health Center Week is held each year in August for health center patients, staff, and communities to celebrate your local health center!  This year, over 800 events took place in health center communities across the country, including countless free health screenings and visits by local, state and federal elected officials.  Here are just a few of the events:

· Alcona Health Center in Northeast Michigan helped local homeless residents by giving free health services and lunch.

· Community Health Center of Central Wyoming employees participated in a blood drive.

· Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center in Oregon recognized Migrant Health Day and the important work of migrant workers locally.

· South Central Family Health Center in California gave free nutrition and exercise classes.

· Community Health Development Inc. health center in Texas did free immunizations for school children and worked with their state senator to give away 400 backpacks free of charge.

· Cherokee Health Systems in Tennessee did voter registration.

· CAMcare health center in New Jersey had a Census representative onsite encouraging everyone to “Stand up and be counted!”

Watch for National Health Center Week 2010, August 8-14, and talk with your health center if you are interested in volunteering to help with an event.
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  Vegetable Selections


Cucumber	Cabbage


Radish		Eggplant


Carrot














