[Your logo/letterhead]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact: 
[your contact info]
[Date]

America’s Health Centers on Front Lines of Breast Cancer Prevention

Local Community Health Center Offers Screening and Education
[City, date] – October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and [name of health center] is taking an active role in breast cancer prevention and education.  Throughout the month, [name of health center] will be offering mammograms and cancer information to their female patients.

“Studies show that female health center patients are more likely than others to receive mammograms, clinical breast exams and pap smears, regardless of their health insurance status,” said [health center spokesperson].  “When people have a health care home, they use it and stay healthier.  That home is crucial to fighting breast cancer.”  

Health centers have been able to help boost the odds of early breast cancer detection by providing affordable and accessible screenings, and launching education and outreach efforts to culturally diverse populations.  Community Health Centers provided nearly 300,000 mammograms to women in 2007 (the most recent statistics available), resulting in more than 20,000 abnormal findings. 
Each year, about 210,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer breast cancer, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The most common cancer in women and the second most common cause of death from cancer among white, black, Asian/Pacific Islander and Native American women.   The CDC says that minority women are less likely than white women to have a mammogram and that they suffer higher mortality rates from the disease.  Fewer African American women, for instance, have breast cancer than white women, but more of them die from the disease.  Breast cancer is also the most common cancer diagnosis for Hispanic women.  

Mammography is the best screening method for the detection of breast cancer in its earliest forms, and can detect possible tumors years before a woman can feel an actual lump.  It is recommended that women 40 years and older receive a screening mammogram every one to two years.  The CDC estimates that timely mammography will help to reduce breast cancer mortality by 20-25% compared to women who do not receive screening.
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The Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) have recognized health centers as models for screening, diagnosing and managing chronic conditions such as cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, asthma, depression and HIV.  Health centers’ efforts have led to improved health outcomes for their patients as well as lowered the cost of treating patients with chronic illness.

[Health center boilerplate information]

For more information about Community Health Centers, please visit www.nachc.com.
