Almost all of us these days who haven’t been laid off ourselves know someone who has been:  a neighbor, a friend, someone in the family.  We think of that person at the kitchen table with a notepad, hand over a furrowed forehead – evaluating savings, figuring out how to keep up with the rent, canceling the cable television, gathering the grocery coupons out of the mail that used to be thrown away.  Knowing it’s flu season reminds us of how many people affected by the recession are putting off a flu shot, for themselves and maybe even for their kids, because they lost health insurance along with their job.  It’s a painful scene in which the persistence of the recession and the lack of health care are intertwined.
Just as there are a lot of different views about the recession, there are many perspectives on the health reform debate.  But there are at least a few indisputable truths.  Here’s one:  Even if everyone in America woke up with an insurance card in their hand tomorrow, they’d still need a place to go to receive treatment – a health care home.

Now’s a good time to thank [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] for keeping that in mind.  [HE/SHE] is working on a bipartisan basis to stand up for Community Health Centers, which serve as health care homes today for more people than ever – and the numbers are likely to continue to grow.

What is a Community Health Center?  [NAME OF OUR HEALTH CENTER] is one, and there are more than 1,200 across the country.  They are health care homes that have been around for more than 40 years.  Care is comprehensive and can include the entirety of a patient’s needs – from low-cost prescription drugs to mental health counseling and pediatrics to diabetes management.  This approach is why the 20 million people who use a health center as their family doctor have 41 percent lower total health care expenditures than patients who seek care elsewhere.
A recent study by George Washington University revealed that if health centers were expanded to accommodate an additional 20 million patients, the health care system would save $212 billion over the next decade.   The prescription is simple: treat people before they get sick and require care at a hospital.
So a key component of heath care reform should be to ensure that there are enough Community Health Centers for the growing numbers of people who need them.  [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] has been a champion of health centers as the debate has raged and is committed to making sure that if there is reform, health centers will play a key role.

At [NAME OF HEALTH CENTER], we hear the stories every day from our patients.  The recession has brought more jobless and uninsured individuals to health centers; a recent survey by the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) shows that total visits for uninsured patients has increased 21 percent over the last year.  Signs are clear that lack of access to care is not just a poor person’s problem anymore. It’s reaching the doorstep of middle-class America.   The good news is that they can come to health centers regardless of whether they have insurance card or not.
We’re accommodating increased demand as best we can, largely thanks to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), or economic stimulus, which provided health centers funding to see more patients.  But what about the future?   Stimulus funding was the right medicine at the right time – it wasn’t the cure.   The cure is health reform done right.  People must be free to choose a health center as their “health care home” and health centers should be adequately reimbursed for their services.  We must also ensure that the future health care landscape provides the long-term financing and other tools needed ensure that every medically underserved community, rural or urban, has a health center.  I am thankful that [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] is leading the charge on these issues, and I am hopeful that the health care system taking shape today will provide more Community Health Centers for tomorrow’s generation.
