SAMPLE EDITORIAL BOARD REQUEST LETTER
TO:

[name], Editor

FROM:
[your name, health center]

RE:

Editorial Board Meeting request

DATE:
[today’s date]

As the executive director of [health center name], I am writing to request an opportunity to meet with members of your editorial board to discuss health care issues from a Community Health Center perspective.  [Name and title] will accompany me.
Some 47 million Americans are without medical insurance and 56 million people struggle without access to basic health care, even if they do have insurance coverage.   Community, Migrant and Homeless Health Centers are a critical safety net provider in delivering primary and preventive health care for anyone who needs it, regardless of their insurance status or ability to pay.  We are the family doctor to 17 million patients in rural and urban communities around the country.  Medical expenses for our patients are 41 percent lower compared to patients seen elsewhere – $1,810 per person annually.

Our patients include people on Medicaid, Medicare or SCHIP, even those who have no insurance at all or a place to live.  Many people who have private health insurance also get their care from a community health center because they like the quality of care they receive.  Health centers report patient satisfaction levels of up to 99 percent.

In addition, health centers also focus efforts on specific community problems and provide needed services, such as substance abuse programs, translations services, dental care, child immunizations, smoking cessation, eldercare and social work services.


[Insert specific information/data about your health center].


Nationally, health centers face unprecedented challenges.  The increasing uninsured patient population and belt-tightening on the federal, state and local levels have left health centers struggling to meet demand.  If health centers are to continue their mission of providing the very best primary care to medically underserved and uninsured populations, financial support from all levels is crucial.

We hope that members of the [name of paper] Editorial Board will meet with us to discuss health care and the critical role of health centers.  Coverage of our accomplishments and challenges would go a long way toward helping health centers serve people who face barriers to health care and whose unmet health needs represent a huge and growing cost to the nation.


I have attached some background information about Community Health Centers and I encourage you to visit www.nachc.com.  I may be reached at [telephone number] or by email at [email address].  We are looking forward to meeting with you soon.  Thank you.
[Name]
