SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

Your recent article about rising costs of health care, [name of article], offered a fair account of the mounting pressure on elected officials to trim budgets and harness health care spending.  It is no secret that health care in our country has a very uncertain future with costs continuing to rise and funds being cut.
A model exists, however, that has a proven track record for those who are medically disenfranchised.  Community Health Centers serve as the health care home for 17 million people regardless of their insurance status or ability to pay.  These federally-supported health centers provide access to quality, cost-effective, affordable primary or preventive health care to the nation’s most vulnerable populations.  
According to a recent report by the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) and the Robert Graham Center, medical expenses for Community Health Centers are 41% lower compared to patients seen elsewhere.  NACHC estimates that health centers can save the health care system $9.9 billion to $16.6 billion a year.  

Within the past few years, federal investment has expanded the health center network, nearly doubling the size of the program.   With continued investment, health centers can reach 30 million people by the year 2015. Imagine the lives that could be saved because more people have access to good, affordable preventive medicine.  I hope our policymakers take a good, hard look at this model and lend further support for this safety net that provides health care for those who need it most.
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