(initiative flyer)
Help Open Door/BMH Health Center to Help You!

How?

By Signing the Petition at Check-Out!
By signing the petition, you are giving ODBMH permission to register you as a grassroots advocate for Federally Qualified Health Centers and Community Health Centers.  

This means that you would be asked to contact your legislators from time to time, letting them know that you would like to support or opposed certain bills that will affect the work that is done at Open Door/BMH Health Center.
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Will telemarketers get my information?

No!  Only ODBMH staff and the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) will receive your information, neither of which will call to solicit information or sell anything. 

2. What is required of me after signing the petition?

Very little or absolutely nothing!  When various issues concerning Federally Qualified Health Centers or Community Health Centers are being discussed by Congress, such as budget reauthorization, NACHC will send you an email.  If you would like ODBMH staff to act on those emails on your behalf, simply mark that you would like assistance contacting legislators on the petition sheet.  Otherwise you will be responsible for contacting your legislators via email or phone (instructions will be included in the email).

3. Can I find out more about the various issues?

Yes!  If at any time you would like more information about the various issues being discussed, call Lori Sammons-Mathis, Outreach Coordinator, at 287-3001.

(half page initiative explanation)

Help Open Door/BMH Health Center to Help You!
The National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) is sponsoring an Advocacy Recruitment Campaign.
How can you help?  Just sign the petition at check-out, giving our staff permission to register you as a grassroots advocate for community health centers.

What does that mean?  You might be called upon from time to time via email to contact your legislators, asking them to support or oppose certain bills that will affect the work that is done here at ODBMH and the care you receive as a patient of the health center.

What do you have to do?  Not much or nothing at all!  Once you sign up you will receive occasional alerts from NACHC.  If you would like ODBMH staff to act upon these emails on your behalf, simply mark on the petition that you would like assistance contacting your legislators.  Otherwise, you will be responsible for contacting your legislators via email or phone (instructions will be included in the emails sent by NACHC).
Why should you do it?  Each time your legislators are contacted, Congress is being told that health centers like ODBMH serve an important purpose in our communities and need to be supported whole-heartedly!
(Policy/Procedure)
SUBJECT:

Advocacy Petition Procedure

PURPOSE:  
To educate patients on the importance of advocating for community health centers and enrolling patients as advocates on the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) Grassroots Advocacy web page.

PROCEDURE:

1. An information sheet (Appendix A) and an Advocacy Petition (Appendix B) will be placed at each check-in/check-out desk.

2. Upon registration, the Patient Account Representative (PAR) will educate the patient on the purpose and responsibilities of becoming an advocate.  If the patient wishes to become an advocate, he/she will fill out the petition, listing their name, email address (if applicable) and zip code.  If the patient does not have an email address, this spot will be left blank.  If the patient would like additional information about being an advocate, they will be given a half-sheet of information (Appendix C) to take home.

3. A full petition listing should be forwarded to the Access Department to be entered into the NACHC Grassroots Advocacy web page.  To get to this page, go to www.nachc.org/advocacy and click on the link stating “Become a Health Center Advocate”.

4. Upon entering new advocates into the system, if a patient does not have an email address, the Outreach Coordinator’s email address will be entered instead.  

5. For all new advocates, “Open Door/BMH Health Center” will be entered as the patient’s health center affiliation.  

6. Upon receiving requests for action from the Grassroots Advocacy Center, the Outreach Coordinator will notify all advocates who did not have email addresses of what is being requested of them.  

Reviewed/revised

Board approved

Grassroots Advocacy Petition
*If you would like ODBMH staff to contact your legislators on your behalf, please circle “Yes” in the far right column.

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY!

Want assistance 

Name (Please Print)

Email Address
Zip Code
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